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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

This document sets out a Local Lettings Policy for use in Patterdale, Matterdale 
and Martindale as referred to in paragraph 5.12 of the Cumbria Choice Allocation 
Policy. 
 
The aim of the Policy is to allow the communities living in the parishes of 
Patterdale, Matterdale and Martindale to retain their links with the area, to help 
maintain sustainable communities. 
 
The cost of buying a property in Glenridding and surrounding areas is largely 
unachievable for families living and working there, where tourism is the largest 
driver of the economy; much work is low paid and seasonal.  
 
A proportion of Eden Housing Association properties in Glenridding have been 
lost through Right to Buy, and many properties are holiday homes. The rental 
turnaround of family properties in the area is low, and there are only a small 
number of two bed flats for young people and small families who would like to 
remain in the village. 
 
The aim of the policy is to assist with achieving sustainability in rural communities 
and support people with a local connection to retain their links with their 
communities.  In particular, it sets out to help rural communities retain families 
who are often priced out of local housing markets.   

 
 
2. PROPERTIES COVERED BY THE POLICY 
 

The Local Letting Policy described is for properties in Glenridding which do not 
have a Section 106 or Covenant; namely Browfield, Homefield and the 
Headlands. 
 
The local occupancy restriction in the S106 or Covenant will continue to apply 
under Choice Based Lettings and will be detailed in the advert for the property. 

 
3. PRIORITY UNDER LOCAL LETTING POLICY 
 

The Choice Based Lettings Allocations Policy will be applied to all applications 
that are received, however, priority will be given if: 

 
• The applicant currently lives in the parishes of Patterdale, Matterdale and 

Martindale (the ‘locality’) and has done for a minimum of 3 years 
 

• The applicant works or is securing permanent work in the locality 
• The applicant has an immediate family member who has lived in Glenridding 

for a minimum of three years (mother, father, brother, sister, son or daughter) 
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• They are currently in the Armed Forces, in prison, in hospital or similar 
accommodation whose location is beyond their control, and immediately 
before moving to this type of accommodation they lived in the locality for at 
least three continuous years; or 

 
• Former residents (who previously lived in the locality for a period of at least 

three consecutive years) who wish to return to the locality having completed a 
post-secondary (tertiary) education course within the past three years; or 

 
• They need to live in the locality either because they are ill and/or need 

support from a relative who lives in the locality, or because they need to give 
support to a relative who is ill and/or needs support who lives in the locality. 
Proof of illness and/or need of support will be required from a medical doctor 
or relevant statutory support agency; or 

 
• They previously lived in the locality for most of their lives and left the locality 

less than ten years ago (“Most of the applicant’s life” will be interpreted as 
over half of the applicant’s life up to the point that they left the locality, or a 
continuous period of twenty years up to the point they left the locality); or 

 
• They lived continuously in the locality for two years or more prior to being 

accepted as homeless under the Homelessness Act 2003 and placed in any 
form of temporary accommodation outside of the locality for up to a maximum 
of two years    

 
Preference will be given to persons with a local connection above all other 
applicants, in conjunction with section 5.12 of the Cumbria Choice Allocation 
Policy. 
 
The property will be advertised for persons matching the above criteria for 3 bid 
cycles (3 weeks).  
 
Following this (during the fourth bid cycle) the property will be allocated as 
normal, following the Cumbria Choice Allocation Policy. 

 
4. ADVERTISING 

 
In addition to advertising the property following the Cumbria Choice Allocations 
Policy guidelines in section 5.1: 
 

• The Clark of Patterdale and Matterdale Parish Councils and the 
Martindale Parish Meeting group will be notified of property details by 
email upon receipt of notice 
 

• Parish Clarks are encouraged to advertise locally where possible and 
appropriate 

 
• Patterdale Today will be notified by email patterdaletoday@gmail.com so 

that properties can be advertised on the community website  
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5. REVIEW 
 

A group comprising representatives from Eden District Council and Eden 
Housing Association will review the Policy to ensure that it is meeting the aims 
described in section 1.   
 
The Policy will be reviewed every two years; the group will consider evidence 
including: 
 
a)  Evidence of housing need from the waiting list and housing  

needs surveys 
 

b)  Evidence from lettings of properties in the area covered by the Local 
Lettings Policy, including demand and the priority band of the bidders 

  
c)  Evidence of demand from across the Eden Area 
 
d)  Consultation with stakeholders such as Cumbria Rural Housing Trust, the 

Lake District National Park Authority and parish councils/affordable 
housing groups in the areas covered by the Local Lettings Policy 

 
 


